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Art and Design and Technology Policy

1 Aims and Objectives

1.1 Art stimulates creativity and imagination. It provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a special way of understanding and responding to the world. It enables children to communicate what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, texture, form, pattern and different materials and processes. Children become involved in shaping their environments through art and design activities. They learn to make informed judgements and aesthetic and practical decisions. They explore ideas and meanings through the work of artists and designers. Through learning about the roles and functions of art, they can explore the impact it has had on contemporary life and that of different times and cultures. The appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts enriches all our lives.

Design and technology prepares children to take part in the development of tomorrow’s rapidly changing world. Creative thinking encourages children to make positive changes to their quality of life. The subject encourages children to become autonomous and creative problem-solvers, both as individuals and as part of a team. It enables them to identify needs and opportunities and to respond by developing ideas and eventually making products and systems.

Through the study of design and technology they combine practical skills with an understanding of aesthetic, social and environmental issues, as well as functions and industrial practices. This allows them to reflect on and evaluate present and past design and technology, its uses and its impacts. Design and technology helps all children to become discriminating and informed consumers and potential innovators.
1.2 Our aim in teaching art at St Monica’s Catholic Primary School is that all children will build upon their natural enjoyment of visual communication to:

· appreciate the beauty of the world around them
· appreciate the creative arts and see themselves as artists

· find a sense of purpose, achievement and fulfilment in artistic expression

· develop skills to use a range of materials and techniques competently

· feel able to express their ideas and feelings through imaginative creation in both two and three dimensions

· learn to study and record the visual world analytically

· develop an appropriate vocabulary to help them understand and develop their own work and that of others

· appreciate and evaluate the work of a range of artists from their own and other cultures.

Our aim in teaching design and technology at St Monica’s Catholic Primary School is that all children will:

· develop the knowledge, skills and understanding necessary to design, make and 

      evaluate products fit for a purpose

· develop the practical skills to work with a wide range of materials and components

· develop an understanding of control systems, energy and structures

· become aware of the impact of technology and its contribution to the quality of life.

2 Definition of the Art Curriculum and its Content
2.1 St. Monica’s takes a whole school approach to the teaching and learning of art and design. Art and design is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. The fundamental skills, knowledge and concepts of the subject are set out into programmes of study within the National Curriculum.

Pupils understanding and enjoyment of art, craft and design should be developed, where possible, through activities that bring together requirements for both


1) investigating and making


2) knowledge and understanding.

3) designing skills and making skills, including planning and evaluating


4) knowledge and understanding

            5) the range of activities required to ensure development of capability. 

2.2 The teaching and learning of art and design will also be developed in accordance with the school ethos and mission statement.

3 Planning for the Teaching and Learning of Art and Design

3.1 We carry out the curriculum planning in art and design in three phases: long-term, medium-term and short-term. Our long-term plan maps out the themes covered in each term during the key stage. Our art and design coordinator reviews curriculum maps in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group annually.
3.2 Our medium-term plans give details of each unit of work for each term. These plans define what we will teach and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term. The art and design coordinator is responsible for reviewing these plans and supporting class teachers as required.

3.3 We plan the activities in art and design so that they build upon the prior learning of the children. While we give children of all abilities opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding, we also build planned progression into the scheme of work, so that there is an increasing challenge for the children as they move up through the school.

4 Facilitating Teaching and Learning in Art and Design and Technology
4.1 The curriculum is organised as a part of an integrated approach to learning wherein:
· the emphasis in our teaching of art and design is on practical, hands on experience and we encourage children to take control of their own learning as they progress through the school

· it is sometimes necessary to teach skills separately before they are used in cross-curricular work to ensure the appropriate progression of skills in accordance with the art and design curriculum

· art and design activities are carried out as co-operative group work, although individual work and whole-class teaching are also done as appropriate

· art will be taught by class teachers with support from relevant local artists whenever possible

· pupils of all abilities are encouraged to develop confidence in themselves and the ability to express their thoughts and feelings through art and design

· excellence in art and design is celebrated in display and performance, including suitably mounted displays in classrooms and throughout the school.
5 The Foundation Stage

5.1 We encourage creative work in the Nursery and Reception classes as this is part of the Foundation Stage Curriculum. We relate the creative development of the children to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals, which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. The children’s learning includes art, music, dance, role-play and imaginative play. The range of experience encourages children to make connections between one area of learning and another and so extends their understanding.

3.2 We provide a rich environment in which we encourage and value creativity. Children experience a wide range of activities that they respond to, using all of their senses. When possible, we give them the opportunity to work alongside artists and other adults. The activities that they take part in are imaginative and enjoyable.

6 Assessment and Recording

6.1 As with all other areas of the curriculum, assessment is linked to planning in both the long and short term. We assess the children’s work in art and design whilst observing them working during lessons. Teachers record the progress made by children against the learning objectives for their lessons. At the end of the year we make a judgement against the National Curriculum objectives. This information is used by the teacher to make an annual assessment of progress for each child, as part of the child’s annual report to parents. This information is also passed on to the next teacher.
6.2 Class teachers in each year group upload evidence of the children’s work in a folder on the teacher’s shared drive. These work samples demonstrate what the expected standard of achievement is in art and design in each year of the school, as well as the range of activities undertaken by children across the school.

7 Equal Opportunities

7.1 St. Monica’s is committed to working towards equality of opportunity to all aspects of school life. Our aim is to offer all our pupils an art and design curriculum that is relevant and differentiated so that all our pupils may reach their full potential and grow in self-esteem.

8 Resources
8.1 We have a wide range of resources to support the teaching of art and design and technology across the school. All our classrooms have a range of basic resources, but we keep the more specialised equipment in the stock-cupboard between the KS1 classrooms. It is the responsibility of all staff to keep the resource area tidy to ensure that all staff are able to easily find the resources they require. 
9 Staff Training

9.1 Staff will be encouraged to attend courses, review resources, mount exhibitions, liaise with secondary schools, work cooperatively with staff of local galleries and update themselves on information and approaches to art education in order to further develop the teaching and learning of art and design at St. Monica’s.
10 Role of the Coordinator

10.1 The work of the art and design coordinator also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of art and design, being informed about current developments in the subject, and supporting the senior management team in providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The art and design coordinator is responsible for an annual resource audit and order for the resources required by each year group.
11 Working with Parents

11.1 St. Monica’s is committed to working with parents as partners in the education of all children. With this in mind, we believe parents play an important role in developing children’s appreciation of and skills in art and design. Where there is parental expertise, parents will be invited to make useful contributions, in providing help in the classroom, such as the demonstration of specialist skills. Parents are also invited to volunteer their assistance on outings and visits to museums, galleries and other art venues.
12 Dissemination 

12.1 The policy is available on request to everyone. All teaching staff and governors will receive a copy of the policy. 
13 Monitoring the Art and Design and Technology Policy
13.1 The effectiveness of the school’s approach to the teaching and learning of art and design is monitored by the coordinator and will take into account feedback from staff, parents and pupils.
